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From the Pastor
“The whole world together participates in the divine
goodness more perfectly, and represents it better,
than any single creature whatever.”

St. Thomas Aquinas

On Sunday, October 7™, we celebrate World Com-
munion Sunday at St. Paul’s UCC. ltis a time when
we join with Christians around the globe in one of the
most unifying acts of the Christian faith — the remem-
brance of Jesus'’ life, death, and resurrection through
the broken bread and the shared cup of the Last
Supper. This ritual, instituted by Jesus in the Upper
Room on the night before his crucifixion, is so central
to the life of faith that it's hard to imagine being a
Christian without participating in it.

What is distinctive about World Communion Sunday
is that we are more conscious of the fact that there
are several billion others around the world who share
our loyalty to Jesus Christ and are committed to fol-
lowing his teaching and way of life. To join with
them at the Lord’s Table on the same say is indeed
a privilege, even as it challenges us to continue to
pray for and work toward our greater unity.

The words of St. Thomas Aquinas at the beginning
of this page remind us that we can do more together
than we can do separately. And that includes com-
ing together for worship. The sum is indeed more
than the parts as we sing in one voice, pray in one
spirit, laugh and cry and speak together in the com-
mon setting of the church. So, | once again urge
your attendance on this important occasion of World
Communion Sunday at St. Paul’s Church.

This year it will be an intergenerational service with
children and youth participating throughout. There
will be no Sunday School classes that day. We will
be one congregation joined in the sanctuary as the
family of St. Paul’'s Church.

To add to the family feeling, there will be a brief
hymn sing just before we begin, so plan to arrive as
few minutes early. Young people will help lead the

service - reading, singing, ushering, and greeting.

All our Sunday School teachers and support staff will
also be installed and consecrated that morning.
When it’s time for communion, worshippers will be
invited to the front of the church. Children will re-
ceive the bread and a blessing, while high-schoolers
and adults will receive both the bread and the cup. It
will be a very special moment as our congregation
unites in our common love of the Lord.

Speaking of joining together in love, some may not
yet have heard that Ginnie and | will be going to Af-
rica the last two weeks in October to visit our daugh-
ter Laura who is a Peace Corps worker in Mali. We
have not seen her in over a year and can hardly wait
to give her a big hug, hear first hand what she is do-
ing, and meet the people she is working with. We
will be gone October 15-30.

During that time, adequate coverage has been ar-
ranged for St. Paul’'s Church. Our own Carol Clifford
will lead the worship service on October 21, and the
Rev. Tim Rhodes from our UCC LifeLink agency in
Bensonville will be here to preach on October 28.
Rev. Hendrik Boer, chaplain at Rest Haven West,
will provide pastoral care as needed, and Lee Anne
will keep her usual hours in the church office during
those days.

| have always considered local congregations to be
“of the people, by the people, and for the people,” as
Lincoln once put it. October at St. Paul’s is a time
when we can once again put that principle into prac-
tice. There are so many opportunities to be involved
at St. Paul’s. | hope you will read this Scroll with an
eye to how you can be with others meaningfully at
St. Paul’s in the coming months.

Perhaps Jesus’ prayer will be our prayer as we move

through these fall days:

“May they all be one, even as | and the Father are
one, that the world may believe.” John 17:22-23

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Phil
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LAFIYA NEWS
OUR HEALTH AND CAREGIVING MINISTRY

OCTOBER FOCUS

The Lafiya Team has been exploring ways to
revitalize the “Helping Hands” project that we
started a couple of years ago. When we sur-
veyed the congregation about ways to help
other members of our St. Paul’s family, we got
a terrific response to the many areas of service
listed in the survey. While the offers of help
were generous and genuine, we found that
many of our volunteers were never called
upon. We would like to refocus our request for
service by concentrating on the few key areas
where we see the greatest need for help:

1) Visiting the homebound.

2) Food preparation (for those just out of the
hospital, for families with new babies, etc.).

3) Transportation (to doctor’s appointments, to
church services, etc.).

4) Sending well-wishes via cards and notes.

In October, we will include a special card in the
stewardship mailing asking for everyone to
consider prayerfully if they can help out in the
caring ministry of St. Paul’'s Church. The time
commitment is minimal, but the rewards are
great.

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of
God, serve one another with whatever gift
each of you has received.” 1 Peter 4:10

The Lafiya Team hopes that we can all catch
the spirit of truly serving one another!
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MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCE EVENT

A unique event for Cook and DuPage Counties
will take place on Tuesday, November 13 from
8:30 AM until noon, when over 70 mental health
resources will be present to define their mis-
sions and assist you as you seek to meet the
mental health needs in your faith communities
and schools. The Mental Health Resource
Event will take place at Ashton Place, 341 75th
Street in Willowbrook. A full breakfast will be
served.

The keynote speakers are Mark McMinn and
Barbara Shaw. Those attending the event will
learn about mental health resources available in
the suburbs, where to turn when someone in
their faith community or school is depressed or
suicidal, what help is available to those with lim-
ited financial resources, and much more.

To register, call 1-800-3-ADVOCATE and enter
code 4M22. The costis $10 per person. For
more information, call Pat Nafzger, coordinator,
at 630-469-5435.

MIND YOUR HEALTH

The first Advocate Good Samaritan health fair
dedicated to helping those with mental health
diagnosis (consumers) achieve optimal physical
health takes place on the second floor of the
North Pavilion of the hospital on Sunday, Octo-
ber 7 from 10:00 AM—2:00 PM. There will be
diabetes risk assessments, nutrition informa-
tion, food safety information, blood pressure
checks, ask the doctor, and much more—plus
raffles, prizes, and gifts.

Call Susie Piasecki, Recovery Education Coor-
dinator, at 630-752-0066, ext. 231.

CARE TABLE

The Care Table in the Narthex is the place to
sign care cards, mostly to our members, to up-
lift, strengthen, and offer support and thanks.
You will also find copies of The Upper Room,
daily readings cherished by many of our mem-
bers, and CareNotes, inspiring booklets on
many different topics. You may also leave
prayer requests there in the special box.
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DINNER—SILENT AUCTION ANTICS

Where can you enjoy a delicious dinner, meet
friends, participate in a lively auction and raise

Paul’'s on Saturday, October 20.

Bidding on the wide variety of interesting items,
including handcrafted furniture pieces, a week-
end in Michigan, and an enticing array of activi-
ties will begin at 6:00 p.m.

London Broil or Tilapia.

Tickets @ $20 each are on sale on Sundays or
call Jeanne Kurtz at 630-968-4456 by October
14.

Reserve your table now! All proceeds benefit
the Kitchen Renovation. Any questions? Call
Jeannine Warren at 815-372-3228.

money for a worthy endeavor? Right here at St.

Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m.—your choice:

SAVE THE DATES
Thursday, October 4" 7-9 p.m.

Girls’ Night Out is going on a dream shopping
trip.

We are going to be turned loose among thou-
sands of pieces of jewelry.

Sterling Silver, semi-precious stones, watches,
rings, crystal, etc. and even some purses and
accessories.

We will be shopping in the warehouse of Char-
lotte Then and Now, fashion jewelry and acces-
sories.

Whether you are starting your Christmas shop-
ping early or just buying for yourself, this is an
evening you won’t want to miss.

Sunday, October 7" the owner of Charlotte
Then and Now will be bringing a few hundred
pieces of jewelry to be displayed for purchase
immediately following church.

Fifteen percent of the sales from both of
these dates will come back to the church.

What a great way to raise money, Christmas
shop and treat yourself to something special.

NOMENIS FELLOWS’H, S

Sarah Circle will meet on Monday October 1 at
7:30 pm at the home of Jeannine Warren.
Donna Schultz will be the co-hostess.

Esther Circle will gather at church on Tuesday
October 2 at 12:30 pm. Janice Boerman will
give a presentation on the recent trip to Missis-
sippi for Katrina relief. Co-hostesses are Char-
lene Lee and Donna Krause.

Brunch Bunch, our support group for adult sin-
gles, will go out for a meal after worship on Oc-
tober 21.
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Ladies, save the afternoon of December 9 for
our Christmas Tea, “Sounds of the Season.”
Look for more information in the next Scroll.

=g In October, the Fifty-Plus Group will

T meet at noon at Emmett’s Restau-
FIFTY ¢ ranton Main Street in Downers

Grove, enjoy lunch together, then

travel to the nearby Downers Grove Historical
Museum. A docent will show the group around
the museum and present information on Victo-
rian games. It will be a fun afternoon—make
plans to be there and sign up at church at the
information table in the Narthex if you can come.

CRAFT SHOW RETURNS

December 1 brings another great opportunity to
do some Christmas shopping at St. Paul’'s when
our holiday craft show returns. The tables will
be filled with one-of-a-kind items handcrafted by
some very talented folks. Avoid the
malls...shop at St. Paul’s!
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YOUTH NEWS

JR. HIGH AND CONFIRMATION NEWS

October will find our Jr. High youth program in
high gear. While the Sunday morning Confir-
mation program was launched in September,
Sunday evening youth fellowship gets rolling
with its first meeting on October 7. It will be a
mini-golf outing at McCollum Park, with every-
one meeting at 5:30 p.m. at the church for
rides, or just getting dropped off at the park if
that's more convenient.

Other special events in October are an outing to
a corn maze on Saturday, October 13 starting
at 6:00 p.m. and participation in the annual
CROP Walk for hunger on Sunday afternoon,
October 14. CROP Walk sponsor sheets are
now available at the church.

Students will also be asked to serve as greet-
ers, readers, and acolytes on certain Sunday
mornings through the year. The first such op-
portunity is on October 7 when the whole
church gathers in the sanctuary for our Inter-
generational Worship Service on World Com-
munion Sunday.

On Saturday, October 6, all Jr. High students
should plan to attend the annual Confirmation
Day at Elmhurst College. Confirmation stu-
dents from all over northern lllinois will be in at-
tendance, and a great program is planned. We
will meet at St. Paul’s Church at 8:30 a.m. for
carpooling and return after lunch at about 1:30
p.m.

A PARENT MEETING will be held on Sunday,
September 30 at 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
for youth and parents, during which the whole
Jr. High program through December will be out-
lined. Both youth and parents should be pre-
sent. Annual permission slips will be com-
pleted, and there will be an opportunity to sign
up for upcoming special events. We will dis-
miss by 6:30 p.m.

SENIOR HIGH HAPPENINGS

It has been a very good start to a great

year. The Group is well on its way to having a
great time. We have had a few meetings thus
far and we are currently working on a newly de-
signed t-shirt for the C.H.R.I.S.T. Group. We

thank all of you who will come to support our
C.H.R.1.S.T. Group car wash, and we hope your
cars come away sparkling clean. | would also
like to thank the parents for their support and
look forward to seeing you all at the PARENT
MEETING on Sunday, Sept. 30 at 6:30 p.m.
with your students. We will continue our event-
ful year as we roll into October. We will be tak-
ing a trip to the Johnson Farm for the “world’s
biggest corn maze” on Saturday Oct 13 from 6-
10 p.m. - any parents interested please contact
Chris Gerlich. The youth will also support the
Downers Grove CROP Walk on Sunday,
Oct.14—more information will be given. We will
end the month with our annual C.H.R.I.S.T.
Group Halloween Party on October 28 after the
church service. Thank you again to all who
have and do support the C.H.R.l.S.T. Group.

Chris Gerlich, Young Adult and Youth Advisor

SUNDAY SCHOOL DOINGS

The C.H.R.I.S.T. Kids are off to a great start,
learning all about “The Promised Land.” After
an intergenerational worship service on October
7, they will start a new story rotation, “The Ten
Lepers.” At the end of October, everyone looks
forward to the big Halloween Party on October
28—do you dare to visit the Haunted House?

An exciting enhancement to our youth program
is that Debra Miller, our Director of Youth Mu-
sic, will be conducting choir rehearsals for all
our youth (through senior high) from 9:15-9:30
(snacks included) and 11:15-11:30 each Sun-
day morning. The children may come to which-
ever rehearsal best fits their family schedule.
Come to the choir room and have some fun
while singing.

Our mission focus this fall will be the CROP
Walk on October 14. In addition to “walking the
walk”, all Sunday School offerings through the
month of October will go to CROP Walk.

Don't forget that we have a bright, cheerful,
newly redecorated nursery and a new pager
system for parents of infants and toddlers.
Please speak with Heidi Driggers (630-655-
2677) if you can volunteer to help out in the
nursery.
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BENEVOLENCE NEWS

.........................................................................................................

BLOOD DRIVE RECORD

Thank you, St. Paul’s blood
donors...our last blood drive
broke a record with 40 pints
donated to Heartland Blood
Centers!

NEIGHBORS-IN-NEED REMINDER

If you haven’t yet responded to the September
Neighbors-in-Need appeal, it's not too late!
There are three components to this appeal.

1. Envelopes are available for cash or
check contributions. These gifts will go
toward the local Family Shelter Service
which is expanding its work in Downers
Grove. A limited-time matching fund
grant actually doubles every dollar that is
given this fall.

2. 0Old cell phones will also help those at
the Family Shelter who may need to call
911 in case of an emergency. These
can be placed in the cabinet drawer in
the lower entryway so marked.

3. “The Undy 300" is a challenge to surpass

last year’s collection of underwear
(socks, t-shirts, and briefs) for the PADS
homeless shelter clients. Receptacles
for deposit of these items are in the hall-
way on both levels of the church. Let’s
finish this “race” strong!

NEWS FROM FISH PANTRY

In July, Fish gave 134 families (398 people)
184 bags of food. In August, Fish gave 130
families (389 people) 186 bags of food.

During the summer, the pantry received fresh
vegetables from St. Andrew’s Gleaners.

In July, the pantry received 170 cases of gov-

ernment commodities. An in August, the pan-
try was the recipient of 223 cases of commodi-
ties. These shipments contained some meat.

Our clients are always happy when their bags

have meat in them.

The pantry needs toilet tissue, bar soap and
cereal.

Fish always needs phone volunteers. There
will be a training session in the near future. If
you would like to help Fish by taking a tele-
phone shift, please see me or Jean Nystrom.

Your St. Paul’s Fish Representative,
Margaret Krause

CROP WALK ON OCTOBER 14

Each year seems to draw a larger group from
St. Paul’s Church to this worthwhile event. No
longer must everyone walk the 5K route.
Shorter distances for families, children, and
elders will be posted. The theme remains the
same - “We walk because they walk” — they
being people without any other transportation
to get the food they need to live.

Actually, the CROP acronym has been rede-
fined as Communities Responding to Over-
come Poverty. Receipts from this year’'s Walk
help to support local efforts like the Fish Pan-
try, the Walk-in Ministry of Hope, and Love
Christian Clearing House. Portions also go to
Church World Service to aid people around the
globe in various development projects.

All C.H.R.I.S.T. Kids collections through Octo-
ber will go toward CROP. Youth and adults
can pick up their CROP Walk bags in the
church office any time over the next two
weeks. The Walk begins at Gloria Dei Lu-
theran Church across from North High School,
with final registration at 1:30 p.m.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Baptisms

Lilia Susan Schmidt was baptized by Rev.
Schairbaum at St. Paul’'s on September 2, 2007.
Lilia is the daughter of Craig and Susan Schmidt
and has a big sister, Grace. Godparents are
Joshua Schmidt and Tatjana Wadsworth.

Matthew John Orlowski was born on February
15, 2007 to Mike and Deanna Orlowski. He has
a big sister, Madison. Matthew was baptized by
Rev. Schairbaum during our morning worship on
September 16, 2007. Ed and Kate Stevens are
Matthew’'s godparents.

Great-Granddaughter

Sophia Wynn Croy was born on August 17, 2007,
making Eunice Scelonge a great-grandmother!
Congratulations to the whole family.

CHURCH EMAIL LIST

Did you know that we have an email subscription
list for our church members? If you sign up, we
will send you the bulletin each week via email.
We also use the email list for important news
about church events, prayer requests, and deaths
in our church family. Simply log on to our church
website, www.stpaulsuccdg.org, and click on the
oval that says “Subscribe to Email News”.

Our website has lots of useful information, includ-
ing an online version of The Scroll and an up-to-
date calendar that shows events several months
in advance. If you click on an event, you can find
out more information, such as room location.

Healed or Cured?
By Galil Valentine

I've been reading the book of Mark, lately. In
the second chapter, Jesus is surrounded by a
crowd in Capernaum. A paralyzed man’s
friends decide it is so important for him to see
Jesus that they climb up on the roof, above Je-
sus, dig through the roof and let the man down
in front of him. Jesus looks at the man and
says, “Your sins are forgiven.” The scribes
who were there are thinking, “Who is this guy?
And what does he think he’s doing? Only God
can forgive sins! He’s blaspheming by claim-
ing God’s powers!” And Jesus, knowing what
they were thinking, confronted them: “Why are
you thinking this? Is it easier to forgive his
sins, or to tell him to get up, take up his bed,
and walk?” And then, to prove to them that he
has the power to forgive those sins, he turns to
the man and says, “Take up your bed, and
walk.” And the man does.

Which was the more important gift that Jesus
gave — the forgiveness of sin (healing) or the
restoration of the ability to walk (cure)? Fortu-
nately, the man received both! Jesus granted
the cure, however, only as proof of his power
to grant the healing. How many times does
Jesus say to someone who has been restored,
“Your faith has made you whole.” Faith pro-
vides the connection with Grace, the forgive-
ness that begets healing. Some will be fortu-
nate enough to also receive a cure for their
bodily ills. But think how hollow that would be
without the healing.

| keep thinking about how | judge whether my
prayers are answered. Do | have the faith to
believe that the important part is that my sins
are forgiven, that my soul is healed and re-
stored to right relationship with God? Or do |
insist that all is not right unless | get my way,
and | get exactly what | asked for — that I'm not
only healed but cured? | pray the prayer of the
man whose son had a demon, “I believe, help
my unbelief.” (Mk 9:24)

We appreciate Gail's thoughts and wel-
come the writings of any others who would
like to share their reflections via the Scroll.
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WE'VE GOT A “BIG SECRET” ...

And you will find out what it is when we begin
our stewardship focus on October 14. The
Stewardship Committee has planned a thought-
ful journey throughout October and November
that will emphasize all the areas of our church
life together. Watch for an all-church mailing,
special speakers and bulletin inserts to help fo-
cus our minds and hearts as we enter into this
time of reflecting on what stewardship means to
each of us.

After prayerful consideration of all we have
heard and read, we will ask for a formal re-
sponse by way of our Estimate of Giving and
Lafiya cards on Sunday, November 11.

THANKS A BUNCH!

Carol Clifford made a beautiful new banner for
our sanctuary and re-covered the Fellowship
Hall pew cushions.

Matt Sowa completed his Eagle Scout project,
the wonderful new planter boxes on the patio.

Ray Gerlich donated several video tapes to the
library along with other Christian Ed. supplies.

We appreciate everything!

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

Our Max & Erma’s fundraiser brought in $156 to
our Kitchen Renovation Fund. Thanks to every-
one who dined at the restaurant on September
13.

Be sure to keep the October 20 Silent Auction
on your calendar, as well as the Craft Show on
December 1.

Campbell’s Labels for Education has 1,729
points so far. We need 6,000 to earn a play-
time parachute for our Sunday School. Eat
more soup!

INKIJET RECYCLING CONTINUES

We are taking used inkjet cartridges in the
church office for fundraising/recycling.
“Empties for Cash” does not accept Epson or
laser products. Thanks to everyone who do-
nated cartridges. Our latest shipment was
worth $18.

ATTENDANCE

Adults Kids

September 2 71
9 96 49
16 80 42
23 95 41

FREE FORECLOSURE SUPPORT GROUP

Those wanting to learn how to deal with the
emotionally trying financial upheaval of home
foreclosure should come to the support group
offered at First Congregational U.C.C., room
602, in downtown Downers Grove on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00
p.m. Grayston Consulting Corporation is offer-
ing this support group.

REMINDER

Our Church Secretary Lee Anne Rocker-
shousen’s office hours are Tuesday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please feel free to contact
her during those hours for church business.

Rev. Schairbaum is usually in the office on
Monday afternoons, most Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday mornings and many after-
noons when he is not out making visits. His of-
ficial day off is Friday.

Messages can be left on the church answering
machine and calls will be answered as soon as
possible (they can be picked up remotely at the
parsonage). Obviously, whenever there is an
emergency or special need Rev. Schairbaum
can be contacted at any time.

Please remember that Lee Anne’s and Rev.
Phil's spouses should not be asked to transmit
messages unless there is an emergency.

Thanks to all for helping the office function effi-
ciently.

The Pastoral Relations Committee
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USHER SCHEDULE

Please speak with John Nystrom if you can
help with this important stewardship
opportunity.

October 7 (Communion)

Bill Graue, Leroy Greiman, Tom Pencek, John
Russell

October 14

Fred & Carmen Eisenhammer, Dick & Jane
Elsner

October 21

Dan Cozzo, Chuck Sahs, David Schweizer,
Rich Weichle

October 28

David & Laurel Bowen, Jack & Sue
Satterthwaite

COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE

October 7 Girls’ Night Out

October 14 Sarah Circle

October 21 Gail Valentine & Dick
Meinke

October 28 Halloween Party/

Benevolence

Sign ups are needed for coffee hours.

Many of us enjoy this St. Paul’s tradition every
week after church for the opportunities it offers
us to greet old friends, welcome visitors to our
church family and wait for Sunday School to dis-
miss. Lucille Hahndorf and Ginnie Schairbaum
will be calling you to help fill the gaps. So at
your first opportunity, sign up on the coffee hour
sheet near the office. These two ladies would
appreciate seeing a list that has all the weeks
completed! If anyone else wants to be on this
new committee, please let Lee Anne, Lucille, or
Ginnie know.
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ALTAR FLOWERS

October 7 From Debra Miller and Bill and Betty
Heines in honor of their 46th wedding anniversary.

October 14 From Barb & Jeff Fair for their 6th
wedding anniversary

October 21 From Gail Valentine and Dick Meinke in
honor of Dick’s birthday.

October 28 From Karl and Dawn Kalis in
honor of Karl's birthday and Dawn’s mother’s
birthday.

Due to a price increase from our florist, we now
charge $30 per arrangement, payable to St.
Paul’'s by the end of the month.

The Scroll newsletter is published ten times per
year; monthly except in January and August.

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
5739 Dunham Road
Downers Grove IL 60516

Church office: 969-2783
Parsonage: 435-0203

Email addresses:
Rev. Phil Schairbaum, Pastor

pastor@stpaulsuccdg.org, or
stpaulsucc@stpaulsuccdg.org

Lee Anne Rockershousen, Secretary

secretary@stpaulsuccdg.org or Gy,

il =
leeanner@stpaulsuccdq.or |

Fax: 969-2784
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Chris Gerlich, Youth Advisor
Cell phone: 209-1431
cgerlich@stpaulsuccdg.org
youthadvisor@stpaulsuccdg.org

St. Paul’s Website: www.stpaulsuccdg.org
Subscribe to our email list—send an email to

ChurchNews@stpaulsuccdg.org with a subject line
of SUBSCRIBE.
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