
The Scroll 
A Monthly newsletter for 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
5739 dunham roaD, Downers Grove IL 60516-1245 

 

 Volume 12, No. 4                                                                                                 May 2010                 

From the Pastor 

      ñThe things in life that are the common  
       possession of us all are the things in life 
       that are of the greatest value.ò   
                                 Laura Ingalls Wilder 

The above lines come from an essay simply titled 
ñHomeò in which the author paid tribute to her parents 
for all they had provided her as she grew up.  She de-
scribed how she had a wonderful childhood even 
though her family had very few material things.  Look-
ing back, she recalled that they shared everything they 
had and that, most importantly, they had each other. 

It seems that the month of May is a time for remember-
ing and celebrating ñthe things in life that are the com-
mon possession of us all.ò  We have the opportunity to 
do that in many different ways during the upcoming 
Sundays at St. Paulôs.  

May 2 is Communion Sunday when we gather around 
the Lordôs Table and remember our common life in Je-
sus Christ.  Communion is really the centerpiece of our 
life together in the Christian community, and I hope 
everyone who is available will be present as we share 
this special time.  C.H.R.I.S.T Kids and teachers will be 
participating in this communion, which will take place 
at the beginning of our service. 

May 9 is Motherôs Day, which in the church is called 
the ñFestival of the Christian Home.ò Itôs a time to re-
member that no matter who lives in our household, the 
most important thing is that the love of Christ is there.  
Once again our Jr. and Sr. High youth will be leading 
major parts of the service and paying special tribute to 
their moms. 

May 16 we will enjoy some special music presented by 
a young woman from Arizona who will be in town that 
weekend for a wedding in the family of one of our 
church members.  Itôs a time to remember that no mat-
ter where we come from or where we live, we are ñone 
in the Spiritò if our hearts are attuned to the rhythms of 
life revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior. 

 

 

May 23 is Pentecost Sunday, a time to celebrate the 
power of the Holy Spirit that not only created the 
church two thousand years ago, but also binds us to-
gether in the church of today.  Everyone is encouraged 
to wear red to church that Sunday, symbolic of the fires 
of the Spirit that ignited the vision and enthusiasm of 
those early believers. Itôs also New Member Sunday 
when we will welcome another group into our shared 
life at St. Paulôs.  

May 30 is the Sunday before Memorial Day, and we 
will once again pay tribute to those fallen women and 
men who lost their lives in the service of our commu-
nity and country.  Itôs good that we remember  those 
whose supreme sacrifice was made in our behalf.  Let 
us never forget! 

Family, church, community and nation ï these are the 
things that are of greatest value, for these are the 
things that we all hold in common.  These are the 
things that really matter, because these are the places 
where we share life most significantly with others.  Re-
gardless of what else we may or may not possess, if 
our homes, our church, our community, and  our nation 
are strong, then life will be good.  The question is, are 
we giving these things our fullest attention and highest 
priority? 

As we consider that question, let me offer a clever col-
lection of ideas someone recently shared with me.  In 
this season when gardens are tilled and new growth is 
celebrated, here are some things we might plant that 
will keep us on the right path: 
-Plant four rows of squash: squash indifference,  
     gossip, criticism, and impatience. 
-Plant three rows of turnips: turn up for discussion, 
     turn up with a smile, and turn up to help. 
-Plant four rows of lettuce: let us love one another, 
     let us be faithful in our duties, let us welcome  
     new opportunities, and let us celebrate life. 

Shakespeare once used the phrase, ñas full of the 
spirit as the month of May.ò  In the days ahead, who-
ever we are and wherever we go, may we  always re-
member to celebrate and live out our common life in 
the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

See you at church!!                                Rev. Phil 



FUNDRAISING NEWS 

Sarah Circle will not meet in May. 

Esther Circle will meet at St. Paulôs on Tues-
day, May 4 at 12:30 p.m.   

Girlsô Night Out Group will join the women of 
St. Paulôs at the retreat weekend at Tower Hill.   

The Brunch Bunch, our support group for adult 
singles, will go out for a meal on Sunday, May 
16 after our worship service. 

 TTFï THIRD TUESDAY FRIENDS 

On Tuesday, May 18, the group will enjoy a con-
cert presented by the Senior Suburban Orches-
tra, a 40-piece ensemble made up mostly of re-
tired orchestral performers.  The SSO concerts 
often include a sing-a-long and popular music 
from the theatre, as well as classical selections.  
Rev. Schairbaum plays string bass in this group. 

This 1 p.m. outing will be at the 
Peace Memorial Senior High-rise 
adjacent to Good Samaritan Hospi-
tal, with carpooling from St. Paulôs at 
12:30 p.m. for those who request it. 

The concert is about one hour in 
length and is free.  Afterward everyone who 
wants to join for dessert at Omegaôs on Ogden 
Avenue is invited to do so. 

On May 23rd we will be having a lunch and movie 
after church. We will be doing sub sandwiches 
and potato chips,. We will also be looking for vol-
unteers to help with desserts, vegetable trays and 
possibly fruit trays. A sign up sheet and more info 
will follow. It will cost $7.00 for lunch and movie, 
$30.00 cap for families. There will also be a con-
cession to purchase items like popcorn and 
candy as well. If you have any questions, you 
may contact the fundraising team (Candy Pa-
panicholas, Mary Ann Dallmann, Nancy Zarse, 
Terry Stepp, Carmen Eisenhammer). 
 

YARD SALE REPORT  

The 2010 yard sale exceeded everyoneôs expec-
tations and brought in $3447.05.  What an out-
standing effort by so many here at St. Paulôs.  As 
in previous years, the Girlsô Night Out Group will 
decide on the distribution of the money raised at 
the yard sale. 

An audit of the General Fund and the Building/
Memorial and Special Gifts & Bequests Fund was 
completed on March 27th with books in balance 
with the bank and in good order. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Mike Breagel, 
General Fund Treasurer 

PLANNED GIVING INFORMATION  

On Sunday May 2nd, during coffee hour, there will 
be a brief interactive meeting to share information 
about planned giving.  We will discuss the newly 
formed St. Paulôs Gift and Endowments Commit-
tee, provide background information about why 
planned giving is important and beneficial, and 
briefly cover some of the many ways that planned 
giving can be accomplished  We hope to gather 
your input and offer detailed programs on some of 
these topics in the future. 

A Special Time for You 
at 

St. Paulôs Womenôs Retreat 
Friday evening, May 14th ï  

Sunday morning, May 16th 

Tower Hill Retreat Center - Sawyer, MI 

This year we welcome back Brenda Celmer 

with her new program ñLetting Goò.  Brenda 

will guide us to let go of those things holding 

us down.  You can be sure that fun, laughter 

and fellowship will be found along the way. 
Cost for two nights lodging and four meals is only 

$100.  Sign up by May 2. 
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EASTER BREAKFAST REPORT FROM BILL SCHUBERT  

The 2010 Easter Breakfast was again a great suc-
cess.  Although attendance was down some due to 
people being out of town on spring break, we still 
served more than 88 people.  We all enjoyed a 
menu of scrambled eggs, sausage links, pancakes, 
biscuits and gravy, coffee, orange juice and milk.  A 
small profit of $264.50 was realized and will be do-
nated to the General Fund and designated for 
cleaning of the entry and narthex carpeting as 
needed. 

Thanks to all the men who so generously helped 
make the 2010 Easter Breakfast a success and a 
special thanks to Ruth Hutto and Claudia Sedath 
who provided the beautiful table decorations. 

Pentecost  
by Gail Valentine 

In the days after his death, Jesus appeared sev-
eral times to the disciples.  At first they thought 
he had come back to take up his cause with the 
Sanhedrin and the Romans!  They thought heôd 
call down angels to show them the error of their 
ways! But, no, he told them not to cling to him.  
Instead of taking up the battle, he gave them 
gentle words of leadership ï ñFeed my sheep.ò   

At the Last Supper, Jesus told the disciples that 
he had to go so that ñthe Spirit of Truthò could 
come to them.  He said to the women in the gar-
den that they should not hold onto him, as he 
had not yet ascended to his Father. Because of 
his repeated appearances, the disciples were in 
the synagogue and the temple, praying and 
praising and rejoicing ï and waiting for his next 
visitation. 

On the fiftieth day after his death, the Spirit 
came upon them, and they began speaking in 
the ñtongues of men,ò which enabled them to 
proclaim the gospel truth to all the world:  ñGod 
loves you.  You have, in return, only to do all that 
you do in the love of God.  You need only to love 
yourself as being worthy of Godôs love ï and do 
the same for those around you.ò  Peter, James, 
and John were drawn to preach this message to 
the Jews.  Paul, Bartholomew, Timothy and 
other early followers  carried this message to the 
gentile world. 

These biblical narratives raise an important 
question for every believer: Arenôt each of us ex-
pected to have a Pentecost experience in our 
lives?  Our parents raise us, do their best to 
pass Christian values along to us.  Yet, we can-
not hold on to our parents any more than the dis-
ciples could hold on to Jesus.  We must learn to 
tell the story of Godôs love in Jesus in our own 
way with our own lives, with Christ walking with 
us to clear the path before us.   

Itôs so easy to lose the Pentecost message of 
Godôs powerful love in the hurly-burly of our 
lives.  But each of us needs only to return to that 
basic understanding that it is not only what   do, 
but why  we are doing it that matters ï to reflect 
the truth that ñnothing in all creation can sepa-
rate us from the love of God in Christ Je-
sus.ò (Romans 8:39)  To that end, I wish you the 
inrush of the Spirit at Pentecost this year. 

MENôS WORK NIGHT 

Thanks to all the men who faithfully help take care of 
so many chores around the church on the third Tues-
day of each month.   

A special thank you to Ralph Stateman for the beau-
tiful job staining the parking lot entry door.   

Thank you from Margaret Krause for all of the 
beautiful birthday cards and good wishes sent to 
her. 

To Our Church Family,  
The outpouring of love from all of you has been 
so wonderful, so inspiring, and so comforting that 
it becomes impossible to properly acknowledge it.  
We can only extend our heart-felt thanks. 

Dick Meinke & Gail Valentine 

Dear Christian Friends at St. Paulôs UCC, We 
praise and thank God for each of you, as you 
sought God in prayer on behalf of Kamiôs medical 
condition!  Your blessings of love meant so much 
to us.  Please continue to pray for Kami!  Thanks 
for the get well card and all of the prayers and 
support given.  You are appreciated and loved.  

In Christ, James & Mary Pepich & Kami (Fran 
Gregorôs granddaughter) 

WORDS OF THANKS 

Thank you to Elaine Weil for all of her efforts 
beautifying the church gardens.  If anyone would 
like to help Elaine, or help care for the Meditation 
Garden located at the north end of the parking lot, 
please speak with Rev. Phil.  The Schairbaums 
have been tending the Meditation Garden and 
would welcome help this spring and summer.  
Perhaps we could start a ñGarden Groupò? 
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SUMMER CONFIRMATION CAMP 

Confirmation Camp will take place at Pilgrim Park 
from August 1-7 for our current 7th grade students.  
Information about fees and registration will be sent 
to all 7th graders soon. 

As the camp season rolls around, designated gifts 
to campers are welcome to help defray the ex-
pense of the week away.  All money collected from 
Lenten coin folders goes to this end as well.   

C.H.R.I.S.T. KIDS NEWS 

The C.H.R.I.S.T. Kids are currently studying the 
story of Pentecost in their Sunday morning 
classes.  Through their rotation classes in art, 
cooking, games and science, the children will learn 
about the coming of the Holy Spirit long ago. 

Weôre hoping to have excellent participation for our 
Motherôs Day worship service and would love to 
see lots of our C.H.R.I.S.T. Kids come to childrenôs 
choir practice with Mr. Barnett.  The choir practices 
just about every Sunday in the music room right 
after our morning worship. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Congratulations to the 2010 Confirmation Class.  
Back Row (with Rev. Phil): Justin Ankus, Nathan Rock-
ershousen 
Front Row: Abbey Driggers, Nicole Duran, Kyle Raden 

SENIOR HIGH 

The month of May is once again a special time for 
the C.H.R.I.S.T. Group.  We would like to remind 
everyone of the Motherôs Day service coming up on 
May 9th.  The youth group has many special things 
planed for this Sunday to give thanks to the women 
in our lives.  We then will leave town the following 
weekend for our mission trip to Pilgrim Park.  We will 
work together as a Sr. High to clean the camp for 
the summer youth programs.  Many of the youth are 
already looking forward to cleaning the pool from all 
its debris and little creatures as we do every year.  
The youth talent show has been postponed; more 
details to follow soon.  I would like to thank everyone 
for your support of the C.H.R.I.S.T. Group in all we 
do. 

The youth will be heading up into 
Minnesota for a week at the end of 
June into July.  There we have vol-
unteered to help run a day care 
camp through the Salvation Army for 
underprivileged children.  We will 

read them Bible stories, prepare lunches and have 
play time with them each day.  We also will be help-
ing out the Twin Cities Seminary on Saturday, with 
some painting and landscaping.  As a youth group 
we try to do the most good with our time.  We look 
forward to helping all those in need and offer of our-
selves our hands and hearts.  I would like to also 
announce the CHRIST Group will be dong some 
fundraisers in the near future to help cover some of 
the expenses of the trip.  I try keeping the cost down 
as much as possible; however raising money obvi-
ously helps subsidize some of the expenses, which 
promotes a great experience for the youth at an af-
fordable price.  Once again we thank all of you for 
your support and we will be keeping you in our heats 
as we serve in His name. 

Chris Gerlich, Youth Advisor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Save the date for our church picnic, to be held 
right after our service on June 6.  There will be 
hot dogs & hamburgers plus delicious potluck 
dishes to share.  Look for more information com-
ing soon. 
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BLOOD DRIVE COMING SOON 

Watch for the opportunity to sign up for the next 
blood drive on Tuesday, June 1.  Heartland 
Blood Centers will once again bring their staff to 
St. Paulôs from 3:20 to 7:20 p.m. 

BENEVOLENCE NEWS 
BLANKET SUNDAY  

Sarah Circle will sponsor Blanket Sunday.  A 
wonderful Motherôs Day tradition at St. Paulôs is 
to collect our Blanket Sunday offerings in honor 
or in memory of a special woman in our lives.  
These donations go to Church World Services 
and directly benefit families the world over by 
supplying blankets, gardening and fishing equip-
ment, and shelter for disaster victims.  Just $5 
can wrap a refugee child in a warm blanket. 

FISH PANTRY UPDATE 

In March, FISH gave 135 families (397 people) 
198 bags of food.  Thirteen new families applied 
for help. 

The pantry needs Jell-O, canned meat, peanut 
butter and jelly, toilet tissue and personal care 
items.  Cleaning supplies are always needed. 

Childrenôs and infantôs clothing is needed.  There 
is a great demand for these items. 

Remember the Letter Carriers food drive on Satur-
day, May 8.  Put non-perishable foods next to your 
mailbox before your mail delivery time.  Your letter 
carrier or a helper will pick up the bags and see 
that the FISH Pantry receives them.  This food will 
help FISH continue to feed people through the 
spring and summer months. 

Your St. Paulôs FISH Representative, 

Margaret Krause 

COMMON HOPE MISSION 
Continuing on with our support of Common Hope 
in Guatemala , our Church's international mission 
this year, we shall be having a drive for a small hy-
giene or school supply at our family picnic in 
June.  The Hennelly family will be visiting Guate-
mala in July and will bring these items to needy 
families in Guatemala.  We can help by supporting 
this drive or through money donations.  Here is an 
idea of how your dollars would be used by Com-
mon Hope: $10 can buy textbooks for  1 student, 
$30 can buy school supplies for a high school stu-
dent, $66 can pay for 1 month of tutoring for 10 
students, $300 can buy textbooks for a classroom 
of 30 students. 
To read more about Common Hope and the ex-
ceptional work they do in Guatemala visit their 
website at www.commonhope.org.  If you have 
any questions please contact Julia Hennelly at 
julia@hennelly.com or 630-434-2898. 
    

OUR MISSION DOLLARS AT WORK  

Our OGHS (One Great Hour of Sharing) gifts, 
totaled over $900 this year. 

Thanks to all those who support our Benevo-
lence Fund and special outreach appeals. 
 

KNITTING MINISTRY SEEKS DONATIONS  

Our Fox Valley Association brings us news that 
another knitting ministry is beginning, this time at 
the Community Church in Elburn.  They are knit-
ting prayer shawls for the homebound, and patch-
work afghans for soldiers and for local people in 
need.  If anyone in our church or someone you 
know has a pile of yarn they donôt want anymore,  
theyôd love to take it off your hands.  They like to 
use donated yarn, so the gift given is a donation 
to recipient from start to finish.   

You may bring your yarn to the office at 
St. Paulôs and we will get it to the Com-
munity Church in Elburn. 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Liz Jacot, former organist at St. Paulôs, passed 
away at the end of April.  Our heartfelt sympa-
thies go out to her family, especially her husband 
Ed.  Please remember them in your prayers. 
 
Madelyn Rose Hogrefe was born on April 21, 
2010 to Jason and Lynn Hogrefe of Palatine.  
Grandparents are Mike and Geri Hogrefe.  Great 
Aunt and Uncle are Sue and Jim Oestmann.  
Congratulations to the family on the blessing of 
this new baby.  

http://www.commonhope.org
mailto:julia@hennelly.com
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ATTENDANCE  
 

 Adults  Children  
 

April 1 (Maundy Thursday) 57 

 

April 4  7a.m.       37 

 10 a.m.     190 

          

April 11  (Family Worship)  139 

 

April 18          95   30 

                 

April 25      91                       28  

The Scroll newsletter is published ten times per 
year; monthly except in January and August. 
 
St. Paulôs United Church of Christ 
5739 Dunham Road 
Downers Grove IL 60516 
 
Church office:  969-2783 Fax: 969-2784 
Parsonage: 435-0203 
 

Email addresses:  

Rev. Phil Schairbaum, Pastor  
pastor@stpaulsuccdg.org, or 
stpaulsucc@stpaulsuccdg.org 
 
Lee Anne Rockershousen, Secretary 
secretary@stpaulsuccdg.org or 
leeanner@stpaulsuccdg.org 
 
St. Paulôs Website:
 www.stpaulsuccdg.org 

Subscribe to our email listðsend an email to 
ChurchNews@stpaulsuccdg.org with a subject line 
of SUBSCRIBE.   

FLOWERS 
 

May 2 From Nancy Savana in memory 
of Victor on what would have been their 
46th wedding anniversary. 

May 9   OPEN 

May 16 From Chris Karvon & Tom Duran in honor 
of their son Dylanôs first birthday. 

May 23  From Deb & Glen Osness in honor of 
their granddaughter Lillyôs first birthday. 

May 30   OPEN 

 
The cost to donate flowers is $30, payable to the 
church office by the end of the month.  Sign up on 
the calendar in the Narthex. 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

May 2   Consistory 
 
May 9  Youth Groups 
 
May 16  OPEN 
 
May 23  Sub sandwich/movie afternoon 
 
May 30  OPEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2 (Communion)  Ed Behnke, Dan Cozzo, 
Ed Raden, John Russell 

May 9  Leroy Greiman, Rich Rogala, Chuck 
Sahs, Rich Weichle 

 May 16  Richard & Jane Elsner, Bill & Lois 
Schubert 

May 23  Karl & Dawn Kalis, Jack & Sue Satter-
thwaite 

May 30   Fred & Carmen Eisenhammer, Walt & 
Jeannine Warren 

If you would like to be an usher, please speak 
with John Nystrom about this stewardship op-
portunity. 


