
From the Pastor 

      ñOur Lord has written the promise of the 
       resurrection not in books alone, but in  
       every leaf in springtimeò     Martin Luther 

As I write these lines, there are signs of springôs arri-
val everywhere.  The crocuses are blooming in the 
church yard, the daffodils are sprouting up in the par-
sonage flower beds, the willow trees are displaying 
their new growth of yellow, the robins are building 
nests for their young, and the thermometer is once 
again breaking into the fifties and sixties.  It is good 
to know that winter is behind us and springtime is 
making her long awaited appearance once again af-
ter a false start a few weeks ago. 

The greatest reason for celebrating the coming of 
spring, however, is not the awakening and renewal 
of the earth, caused by the warming of the ground 
and atmosphere by the sun.  It is the coming of 
Easter that once again brings an awakening of our 
hearts and minds to the things of the Spirit, caused 
by the warmth of the Sonôs living presence among 
us.  It is the coming of another ñspringtime of the 
soul.ò  For me, that is one of the central meanings of 
Easter and our celebration of Jesusô resurrection 
every spring. 

Easter is also a time that gives every Christian the 
opportunity to once again claim what we are for.  
Too often, the worldôs view of Christians is focused 
on what we are against.  We are against this, that, 
and the other thing.   At Easter we get to show that 
world what it is that we truly stand for - life, Life, and 
more LIFE ï life so abundant that it includes even 
victory over death! 

When Paul was writing to the Corinthian church way 
back in the early 50ôs AD, many had begun to see 
Christianity as merely a set of rules and regulations 
to follow.  Others had abandoned all rules thinking 
that the true nature of Christianity brought the free-
dom to do anything they wanted to do.  Some within 
the church had also begun to doubt that the resur-
rection ever really happened.   

Paul confronted these ideas by unequivocally stating 
that ñin fact Jesus has been raised from the dead 
and is the first fruit of those who have fallen 
asleep.ò  (1 Corinthians 15:20) 

This agricultural term, ñfirst fruits,ò is very important 
because it implies that the emphasis should not be 
placed on the actual first fruit only, but on the wider 
general harvest that is to follow.  It is a call to cele-
brate Godôs ongoing faithfulness in Jesus Christ in 
all times and places, especially as we look to the fu-
ture.  In other words, as we acknowledge and cele-
brate the reality of Jesusô resurrection, so we are 
able also to celebrate the truth of Godôs promise to 
bring us ever more life in our own day, even life be-
yond the grave.  The real message of Easter, then, 
is one of hope for all our tomorrows, a hope pre-
sented most powerfully and profoundly in the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. 

Set against the darkness of Jesusô last days ï espe-
cially the events in the Upper Room and his subse-
quent crucifixion and death - Easter takes on a 
heightened feeling and meaning. Thatôs why it is so 
helpful and valuable to share in our churchôs obser-
vance of Holy Week.  It makes our celebration of 
Easter all the more joyful.  For that reason, I hope 
many will be present at St. Paulôs for our Maundy 
Thursday service, during which we remember Jesusô 
journey to the cross, including the ñLast Supperò with 
his disciples in the Upper Room and the mournful 
events of Good Friday. 

Then on Easter, I trust you will take time to join other 
Christians wherever you may be. I know it is spring 
break for many local schools and some will be out of 
town, but letôs not pass up this golden opportunity to 
celebrate our shared life in Jesus Christ and show 
the world in a positive way what we stand for ï the 
victory of God over all the ungodly powers that want 
to lay claim to our life.  Let us rejoice in the unmatch-
able life we have because Jesus Christ is Lord! 

With that said, I send to everyone my sincere wish 
for a very HAPPY EASTER! 
      Rev. Phil  
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Esther Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 6 at 
12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   
 
Brunch Bunch will go out for a meal after wor-
ship on April 18.  Please see Pat Worthman for 
more details.  
 
Sarah Circle will meet on April 5 at the home of  
Ginnie Schairbaum.  The co-hostess is Jeannine 
Warren, with devotions by Lois Schubert. 
 
Girlsô Night Out Group will be the main spon-
sors of the Yard Sale to be held on April 16 and 
17.  Please help them out by volunteering to 
work on this event. 

LADIES - IT'S TIME TO RUN AWAY TO 
TOWER HILL 

Mark your calendar  -  you donôt want to miss our 
Ladies Spring Retreat at Tower Hill Church 
Camp in Sawyer, Michigan.  This is a wonderful 
time to relax, reflect, and relate to others.  In this 
time of stress and uncertainty, our retreat offers 
an excellent opportunity to break away.  Our pro-
gram will be presented by Brenda Cel-
mer.  Many of you will remember Brenda from 
the laughter program she presented a few years 
ago.  She has something new and exciting 
planned that you won't want to miss. For only 
$100 you get two nights lodging, four meals, fun 
and fellowship.  The retreat will take place Friday 
night May 14th through Sunday morning May 
16th.  Sign up will begin Sunday, April 11th.  Car 
pools are available.  Please talk to Pastor Phil if 
financial assistance would make the retreat a 
reality for you.  Watch your bulletin for more de-
tails or contact Carol Clifford or Lynn Rogala. 

SCOUT SPAGHETTI DINNER 
 

Troop 57 will hold their annual spaghetti dinner 
on Saturday, April 10 from 4-7 p.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall.  The cost is $5 for 
adults and $3 for children 
ages 3-10.   

TTFï THIRD TUESDAY FRIENDS 
 

On Tuesday, April 20 at one oôclock,  weôll enjoy 
a program by our own Cal Wright on the wood 
carving of birds.  Cal has been carving out birds 
from wood ever since he was a youngster.  His 
work has been on exhibit in many places.  He 
will not only show us the art of wood carving, 
but plans to bring along some of his best crea-
tions. 
 
As always, there will be time for fellowship and 
dessert.  See you there! 

TROOP 57 FLOWER SALE  
 

Help support St. Paulôs Troop 57 in their annual 
flower sale.  Thereôs a wonderful assortment of 
flowers from which to choose.  Please see Janet 
Morlock or Terry Stepp to place an order. 

YARD SALE  

Itôs time again for our BIG fundraiser, the Yard 
Sale.  The sale will be held on Friday, April 16 
and Saturday, April 17 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
each day.   

Hereôs where we need some help:  First of all, 
we need lots of donations from the congregation 
to make this a success.  The drop-off times are 
listed below.  Please make sure that your items 
are clean and ready to be sold.  Second, we 
need many volunteers to help sort and price the 
donations of goods.  It takes many hours of or-
ganization to make things run smoothly during 
the sale.  Lastly, we need people to help work on 
the sale daysðworking the floor, running the 
cash register, etc.  The sign-up sheets in the 
lower hallway allow you to pick and choose what 
works best for you. 

The drop-off times are:  Sunday, April 11 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. and 6-8 p.m.  On 
Thursday, there will be a church pre-sale from 6-
8 p.m.  We will not receive any items after Wed. 
at 8 p.m. 

Thanks to the Girlsô Night Out Group for spon-
soring this event.  After the sale, the women in 
the group will donate the profits to various 
church ministries and needs. 



St. Paulôs United Church of Christ Fundraiser 
Sunday, April 25, 2010  
Present this certificate to your server at the  
time of your order and 20% of your 
purchases* will go to support  
 

St. Paulôs United Church of Christ.                   
 

Only valid at 6450 State Rt. 53, Woodridge, IL (630) 969 -9464 
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*Valid towards Dine-In and Carry-Out. Not valid towards gift card purchases.  

FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

The charts on this page were presented by our 
treasurer Mike Breagel at the All-Church Visioning/
Planning Meeting held on March 7.  The charts 
show our actual monthly income for 2009 and the 
budgeted expenses and income for 2010. 
 
 

 
St. Paulôs appreciates your continued strong and 
regular support for our ongoing mission and minis-
try! 


